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 2018 was a year of solid organisational and developmental growth for the SRJC as it registered as an

independent Non Profit Organisation (NPO), three years after first forming in September 2015. 

We have 200 members who have signed on to our statement of intent. We moved into offices and have three full

time staff and our first board was appointed in May with the formative steering committee falling away.

Within South Africa the lived realities in relation to race, class and gender are complex and the SRJC

has embraced challenges of difference and position and worked towards addressing these. 

The board has set about developing policy of ‘How we work’ (please refer to page 6)

which has been adopted by the board and staff which we encourage members to use as a reference.

The SRJC is a Coalition and we are grateful to members in being able to network and amplify and

share each other’s work in growing a reproductive justice movement in South Africa.

Our legacy of sexual and reproductive injustices remain and there is much work still to be done.

Thanks for your collaboration

Marion Stevens

Director

Marion Stevens
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BOARD
 

 BOARD MEMBERS

Catriona McLeod (Vice Chairperson), Dango Mwambene (Board Secretary), Debbie Budlender

(Treasurer), Dudu Dlamini (Board Member), Judy Ranape (Chairperson),Lance Louskieter (Board

Member), Marna Kock (Legal Secretary)  & Nicole le Roux (Board Member)

 BOARD MESSAGE

Message from the chairperson – Judiac Ranape

2018 for the SRJC was a year full of changes and new developments. Thank you to Marion for ensuring

that a board to head the coalition was formed. I am particularly proud to be working with a wide

variety of individuals with different expertise who take their fiduciary duties seriously. We as a board

are looking forward to working with different partnerships in growing a sexual reproductive justice

movement for women and girls in South Africa.
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2018 was a year of solid growth for the SRJC with the SRJC steering committee having its final

physical meeting in February and a formative board being developed. In March we sent out adverts

to recruit a Finance and Development Manager, a Communications Manager and to recruit board

members. In April the SRJC was registered as an NPO with the Department of Social Development. 

In May the board of the SRJC was approved by the former steering committee who fell away as

providing oversight and governance. The board met in October and elected office bearers. Marion

Stevens and Tlaleng Mofokeng resigned as chairperson and deputy chairperson of the board having

led the formative process of developing the SRJC as an institution.

 

INSTITUTIONAL GROWTH

SRJC
SRJC Staff members Imameleng & Fatima

 

Staff

In June Imamaleng Masitha was appointed as Media and Communications Officer and in July Fatima

Fredericks commenced working as the Finance and Development Manager. In July Thami Dolopi, the

Finance and administration officer and Tlaleng Mofokeng, part time Advocacy Director ended their

work for the SRJC.

 

During the year four SRJC members participated in the Tekano Fellowship for management and

leadership programme, Dudu Dlamini (Board member and representing SWEAT, Mothers for the

Future and Sisonke) and Lance Louskieter (Board member and Youth wing of SRJC and UCT Tutor in

Public Health and Gender Studies) completed this programme with the SRJC as their sending

organisation.

In terms of capacity building, Imamaleng Masitha attended a 2-day WordPress Training course with

FLOSSNET (an IT training and development company) and also attended a Business writing coaching

course.

 



THE SRJC : THE WAY WE WORK
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MEDIA AND OUR WEBSITE 

The SRJC website is a primary source of information on abortion in South Africa. 

We have a range of content areas concerning abortion and have also packaged this into a

leaflet which we have done in collaboration with members from our legal working group : 
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MEDIA AND OUR WEBSITE
 

SRJC in the media

We assisted in the development and refining of Editors Guidelines for reporting on Abortion in

partnership with the Mail and Guardian and continue to be a source of information for the media

and referral to content specialists in relation to sexual and reproductive justice.

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://city-press.news24.com/Voices/abortion-stigma-
still-rife-20181128

https://serve.mg.co.za/content/documents/2018/05/07/i8jNT5fVReGoh4Uray3r_Bhekisisa_SafeAbortion_final_2018.pdf

SRJC
https://www.thedailyvox.co.za/anti-choice-culture-is-allowed-to-flourish-at-uct-why-temwa-dango-

mwambene/



Government technical support

We have maintained strong linkages with the Departments of Social Development, Health, Basic

Education and International Relations and Cooperation.

We have continued to be part of the inter-ministerial Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health

Task Team contributing to the process and programs. In April we attended the annual review

process and also participated in the consultation on the development of a Comprehensive Sexuality

Education Curriculum.

SRJC

WORKING WITH DECISION MAKERS

We assisted in the Department of Health National Task team and contributed to the development of

a range of guidelines including the Integrated SRHR policy and the Contraception and Fertility

planning guidelines. Our emphasis was on the Clinical Abortion guidelines which have been

completed and are due to be passed by the Ministry.

Following the challenge to the Choice on Termination of Pregnancy Act, we followed up on the

committee meetings which deliberated on the submissions made to the Speaker of the House. The

Private members Bill associated with the African Christian Democratic Party (ACDP) was eventually

thrown out in September.

We attended the Commission on the Status of Women at the UN represented by Lance Louskieter

from our Board and participated in supporting the government delegation as technical advisers to

the UN Conference on Population and Development with the National Population Unit (NPU) and

the Department of International Relations and Cooperation. We also attended the Human Rights

Council sessions in March and September participating in side events and engaging in resolution

processes.



Legal Group

Our legal working group has met regularly and we have responded to different requests – our key

partners represent the Women’s Legal Centre, the Legal Resources Centre, and Lawyers for Human

Rights and the Department of Law at the University of Witwatersrand and Pretoria. We supported

the Civil Unions Amendment Act which penalizes government officers trying to avoid performing civil

unions through claiming conscientious objection. The SRJC has also been an amicus curiae (friend of

the court) in a case about making fetal burial a choice for the women. We have also written letters

to decision makers and facility managers to address service delivery and access to abortion.

SRJC

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE MOVEMENT BUILDING:
LEGAL WORKING GROUP,

RESEARCH AND NETWORKING

We are running a qualitative research project on SRHR with Mothers for the Future (a sex worker

support group) to understand their experiences of accessing information on SRHR, contraception

options and abortion services. This has received ethical approval from the University of Cape Town.

Field work was conducted through October and November in Cape Town, Durban and Johannesburg

with 45 sex workers. The work will be finalised in 2019.

RESEARCH
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NETWORKING

The SRJC arranges monthly networking meet ups at our hub in Cape Town. This creates a safe and

brave space where we can address challenging issues. We have held meet ups on a range of issues

and processes.
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Abortion and Reproductive Justice Conference (ARJ) Conference

The Critical Studies in Sexualities and Reproduction, Rhodes University, the Sexual and Reproductive Justice

Coalition (South Africa), and the International Campaign for Women’s Right to Safe Abortion, in partnership

with the Department of Social Development (South African government) and a range of international

partners co-hosted the conference. The conference built on two previous conferences with the same name

held in Canada in August 2014, and in Northern Ireland in July 2016. The aim of this third iteration was to

bring the conversation, scholarship, and exploration of issues and activism to those living in jurisdictions

where abortion access is highly restricted, while at the same time hearing from scholars, activists and service

providers from across the globe. The hosting of the conference in Africa was thus highly pertinent. The

organizing committee consisted of representatives from a range of Southern African countries, each with

varying challenges regarding access to abortion.

SRJC

CONFERENCES & ADVOCACY CAMPAIGNS :
REGIONAL & GLOBAL

The conference was attended by 280 delegates from 30 countries across the globe, including many

delegates from African countries. Delegates came from universities, research institutes, national NGOs,

international NGOs and activist groups. The conference, thus, provided the opportunity for Southern African

organisations to learn from African and international counterparts and vice versa. There were also many

networking opportunities. The conference consisted of three parts:

Part 1- Workshops: Prior to the official opening, there were six pre-conference training workshops for

students and early career professionals who wished to increase their skills in a range of issues relating to

abortion.

Part 2- Knowledge Sharing: This was an abstract-driven part of the conference. A range of formats for

presentations were allowed, including debates, roundtables, symposia, discussion groups, arts and drama

presentations, and papers; keynote speakers with significant experience in research and/or advocacy in the

area of reproductive justice and abortion were also invited.

Part 3- Action Discussions: Running parallel to Part 2, this part consisted of participatory discussion primarily

for advocates from across Africa, facilitated by the International Campaign for Women’s Right to Safe

Abortion. Participants engaged in discussions from a public health and human rights perspective on three

main topics – decriminalization of abortion, the extent to which safe abortion is available regardless of the

law, and how to address opposition to abortion – for which there are no easy answers.  The main aim was to

explore experiences, difficulties and successes in taking action on the ground.

 



Over 36 members of the SRJC attended with members presenting academic papers, workshops, round-

tables and participating in panel events. The SRJC co-sponsored three panel events.  At the conference

we launched the Abortion Counselling Guidelines informed by research undertaken in the Eastern Cape

by students based at the CSSR.

 

We have had partnerships with a range of entities including Global Doctors for Choice and the Young

Women’s Leadership Training (a network of young women leaders at universities in the region) through

which we have carried out research, training and media actions.

 

In September Marion Stevens participated in the Global Safe Abortion Campaign Conference in

Portugal along with Satang Nabaneh and Lucía Berro Pizzarossa, two members of the SRJC legal

working group. During this meeting a blog was drafted on Obstruction to Access in South Africa with

regard to our abortion law .  – https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/lets-call-conscientious-objection-by-its-name-

obstruction-of-access-to-care-and-abortion-in-south-africa/

Published on the Oxford Human Rights Blog

 

 

‘South Africa has one of the most liberal laws on abortion and constitutionally recognizes reproductive

rights as human rights. However, data shows important difficulties translating the legal norms into

effective access to services. One of the key challenges is physicians’ refusal to perform abortions

invoking an “ad hoc, unregulated and at times incorrect” conscientious objection. The Department of

Health is now spearheading a reform of the abortion guidelines aiming to bring them in line with human

rights standards and reframing the refusal as “obstruction of access to care”.’

 

In November, Imameleng Masitha represented the SRJC at the International Family Planning Conference

in Rwanda, and presented a poster. A few SRJC members, including our Chairperson Judiac Ranape,

also attended presenting and participating in various fora. In the same month, Marion Stevens attended

a World Health Organisation meeting in Geneva, as a technical adviser to review research to work

towards the next updating of the Global Abortion Clinical guidelines.

SRJC
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE
INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER

2018



We are grateful for the support from the donors:

Amplify Change

International Women’s Health Coalition

RFSU Sweden
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